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and solid alliance will be made with Russia without
further delay." In the second week of August the
French invited him to view the wonders, the slightly
passive wonders of the Maginot Line, which rendered
the defence of France a mathematical certainty. (But
modern science sometimes has an unsettling effect
upon mathematics.) A private member still, he
watched the Russian volte-face and the last agitated
flutterings of Sir Nevile Henderson between London
and Berlin. The war he had foreseen was on them
now; and one Sunday morning in September the
last of his unpleasant prophecies came true.
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